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I f> t r a d ti < 1 1 a r> 

Orw tkcas i^ral whan ck&igrung an aJucarroo p<^ 

T 1 >M induda ^npagiAg non-t/^ir^onal majoas in artfdy a^»are 

ancn; taciliutin^ iaaming acrivic^s char difacrly aii^n wirh tha iaamir\{ gcaia 
of ritt coana^ ta&atncig sfao6c kaarung ouccontat; aad fifuling ways to c^uaa 
ritt Ciftla aftaf the arudy abroad progcan^a ao char rhe erprtirm baMnrt part 
of a<onrirvuom of liMong laaroing. 

Those involved in artaJy abto^ ai Southero IKir^s Ueivmuy Edwards^ 
viHe (SfUB) ahare rittaa <haiten^^ eogeabar with ritt raalicy char rhe vast 
maiofiry otif attfdmrs are uavillin( or uoab(e ro engage in a aemester or 
ac^amic year scudy abrcod program due to finaociai <ooarraioia aial family^ 
relared bsues SIUE'a coirKolum haa an lorerdis^ipliAary coura requirement 
aiad br moee rlun }C yeaet rhe umversicy has elevelcped araJ oE£rred rea m- 
raughf eouema that ledude tacolcy from ai iea&r two diaciplirM. 

Given diia iruaturional culrore^ an incfeaeed enrollnwncofJaaget nombeta 
of aci^ene aci^ying abroad and ao eKseaee in che number of bcolcy leading 
progfama her beeo thieved through rbe crearion cf reanvraugbc, irwetd^K 
ptioaey. irueeoarional <oum& where the amly abrowJ erpofience rypxcaiCy ierea 
(kol rwo CO there weeks. Many of there ccurres have feacured a rcfong servke 
learning pone rw. (o200l. SfUE admiruacrarort and bcuicy medeadelibc^ 
ate atceapc ro art race science fafutry and science Miaknea to service learning and 
study abrowJ SIUE Ibrmed ao euhange sebaionsh^ with Ccaaa Bica'a Mincstry 
of che Eovironment and Secured the peojo:r. oowcallfti the Baiolorerc Proiecc^ 
ar ritt Caaara, locetnJ oo titt central Panbe coast, is in a cramiricnal Ibee&r tone 
Ic ii rich in biodxveeaicy^ making ir ao ex reward mary study abroad sice 

A raioibeesc commurury sods as thjs one offers a unique educauonal set- 
ting Ibr learning in a vanery of di&ciplirtary persp^cives aod larvice learning 
options. Caraea National Park is well soiced lor service leaeoing. The Park's 
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miaion picttct adJ ptmrve sp^cxa thdc icJttb^f tb6 

jBf ai>d to ftJo£at6 vi&jcors^ scbooUhddrtci A&d tiw ^n^rai public, 

Ji whe<h SJUE hcoity u>d snickcica could a&ast Scuikfus from tba acaoiific 
daciplinca ai SfUE who hutof kally hal ooc opcad to aci^y of u\^y 

f^igfi liAj^uagaij bava bM) anew: cad co ebu pfoiacc bacauM they m abU to 
develop aad oaa tlair tkiila to owe coAmcu^icy idantibad a tads cf rha Pafk 
TTva taUtiOQahjp baewaan SlUBaAd Caiafahas aJtaady pfoducad many aocabla 
bafia6ts lot SIUE^ Cmim ai>d tha tu<rou^ia( Cotta Rxean anvitoamactt aikl 
commufuty Tbm induda* 

1 coastrucaoo o( a biological tCMKh tcatioo that bousas coum 
paitkxpaats; 

2 ongoing xnonuotiog of, and hiodfaxaing I thr al Cotta Bkan and an-* 
garad spacxaa si^h as AaScaalat Macav and Oiiva Bidiay SaaTuada; 

i adkxcaaxonal aAom tlut lacluda anvironaantai a^ibts lot Caiata's 
viticot's cantar and a wab tita fee Orara, bttp«^/wwvtiua adii/PBO- 
VOST^^taraVabtita/irAt bml« 

4 prasantaexons by naenk^rt of tha CataraPpa/k staff to clastas at SfUE 
and ^rara, and SJUE studant ptasantaaxons at local alamantaay and 
mi^ta seboob: 

^ ifnpaovaaantt to tba Paihfs aducaaxonal cfaxlt; and 

6 davalopnant of a joxnc maeaofologicai aaaaafch ptojacc that ifviudas 
titt insullation of a waatbaf statioci at titt Park 

Since 2001 ^ va bavaeftarad tcttaaotectiootoftha lourdisciplinafysafvice 
laaroing course to SJUE stiaknts at CarataNatiooai Paik ApproaiMtaiy IM 
scudacias and 19 l^ulty viK have been pait of thu inteadxaciptioacy ptojacc by 
tha end of Sum mar 2006 Wa hava piaonad and ravxaad thit coum in racenc 
yeart toaaac the irvtetastt of vaiNW intardbc^linary ceamt. 

TTva pfincipita of coura daaigci as outhcioJ by Fink <2005) wate uaad co 
avaluatectincaily a^ tt6t^ ttecourta. Fink datcribaa an intagratad couaaa as 
ona that locoapoaaiassucb alamantt staxtuanonalfictort^ kataing goalie assail 
mant acavitias^iAsrtt^ionalstraiagiaa^ and course avatuatioot Tha kay to thu 
dasign is not only having thasacomporttnts lO placa^ but also xntagtaiicig aach 
stap so optimal studant laaming can te aebiaved Va highlight toma 
aspects of Pink's paocaas that hava baan purtkularly halplui in our course. Va 
wiU dasetiba out appao^h in locotpoanaing distinct elamants of thaaa phMS 
into out sttidy abaoad course. Ve will also a^bin how we aasaased titt course 
through the eyes of the curse rw I y eosoUad students and course aiumm 
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Sltvatl»n«l t%€i9r% 

TY^ fMuitcf tl>6 M^hiog A&d ucuanoA adJ <h« gmral Chirac* 

wttcks of boch tlw pfoAwifs dvesu^kiKS cf&jfuJtJMtti Jkc- 

con due Md to to <ooi»dmd evory ciao i ecu no n uu^c Sibco our couno 
a offered os i i^OAeroi educarroo okcavo^ xr arenetr artnkmr from a vaaiecy of 
ma|orr« oiforioctf ra^ aisd irumsrs. Profeaaorr from Biolog^^ Economics, 

Aoabrc^logy^ Spanish^ Oeograpby^ Hiaaofy^ Polioeat Sciooco^ Soc)olof}^« and 
Dance have led the cotiM Because the coura a mcordi&ciplirttfv ood Mnv 
caught It ia impoccooe tbc the vaMoa aubketa to meab so the acoJerves see 
che aHevance and irmconneccedneas of the fiauea porcajmng co the fun foa eac 
Aa in any ceam^caught coarse, rhe various peofessors' pbjlosi^hiea oo teaching 
and leemiog should be addmsed ea the aylbbua a cooacrocced^ and cbe leerrw 
ing styles of ibe students should be conaideted as welL 

The affisets of titt pbyaicei eiemerws of the learning ervvironffienc lor this 
course also oeed co be conaideraJ The l^k cf 'Smart* desarooma or eserv <r^ 
ditionei daasfootna deeermeses titt medes of eutn^cioo Insaooa are covered ac 
citt diniog cf cbe Lving cjuarcers^ Brora's Vesicor's Oocer^ or on 
ciooaJ outings Tbe classroom la bfoughc to Ule the variety of the cultural and 
environmental settings Whether pocential entuncemeocs ctf obstacles to iearm 
ing^ ettfse Escort need co be conaideeed aa leamiog activities are constructed 

i# j rrs I n 9 a I a 

Om the seuetionel laccors are revieved^ cbe leaaoing gcub shcadd be 
eacabliaMi Our peimary locus in setting oui (eamiog goals iS on the impact 
citt course will have on the scudenca alw the coarse has ended We want co 
create blalong leaartfts dervonacsace beccer knowledge about cbe cempie^ 
issues ficttf tropical rainibresc comffiuoiuaa^ aral have cbe abilay to be global 
chinkets afeet the course ia com pieced Ve set oua learojng goals with these clear 
geeh (osnjnd: locervcional coarse design directly wjdreasea thnchelleoge 

With a goal of developing a learner-centered approach in chis ccurse we 
corned co Pink's T^^onemy of Signi^aoc learning (Piok, 2005) to plot our 
leamir^ g^ala Fink's principlas include: 

e Foofulaciooal knowledge f learning lacrs^ pnnciplaa^ ecc ) 

e Application problem solviog, creative activities^ decisioo making) 


IfMegration Cmaking connecciooa between people » ideaa^ topics) 
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♦ Humtfi DiMQiMQi ftbotu 

♦ Oiifift (ufkkrMiAdifi^ fWlin^s. tcc ) 

♦ Hov cc L«Mi leufuskg) 

kMUy, wt MiK scmkcio aspects chtjg pftftfipiw ai t 

MAiit ol" (his <oum; are sm gartaifl# tc> (Itt <our« (ban 

The couTM aniviciaa some fhea pn^ 

cipto: SceindiiiCtfiaJ koowled^ (teccuaaMiicuseioaa va ca&M aj>d arf»de« oci 
Ccaca B irar> floca/laiicii, hiaccKV^ ij^eernilcural etc k appl)ca<ioA (cricK 

cah^ chioku^g about <aaa scudiaa^ decision aakifi^ about park ftoi^cO); 
granoA (social intaractiooa vxth d>cfWuicy/s<odmrs^ park «alT, Cmrral Aittt^ 
icaoa ar>d obrervanom <d the coltuae^ aoviroAffiaAC, arc ); bumaA diffiansums 
add cariAg (working with odtffs on cases arsJ park activities and ^aroaling 
about expatiances); laammg how to iaaro (to learn indap^dantly) 

fwo4b4ek 4Ad Aistaamant of Studor^t Laoanlr>9 

How do you aasaar whachat studanrt are ^amt/ag as a tarulr of a sci^y 
abroad course ac^ not jure etprawng a trip to a (btaign country^ Appropriate 
asMsmerts (hat are ambadJad into cha study course will ctpm{damant 

the leamicig g^als of the program an provide course aasesemecit dat^ 

Tito traditicnal eppacech cogrwjing lo coovaotional^ content<eotrad 
0 bvkwardiookicig: irarMeaswbacharsttklacics learned by wimiAirtere^g 
tatos. However, leamar<enrered courses lend themseivas to edi^tive (Seaward 
lo^e^ aesaesment measuras Tttose cMruras Itoip od determine if sn^ents are 
re^y bt a hiture activity as a result <£ ttto course Pte example, a sti^eot nught 
te ar^(L ^Due to your ^tperiem io Ccata are you moae aware of global 
noietionsaoJ are you mere witbng to ruppoat rajnfbraatcaures as a result of thn 
coufie^* Ura^g edi^ative aesaesment measuras, roxdacits cooducc a salf-ae^ssmeot 
and an evaluaticn cf tbair wodt aikJ ^^naitoer. TV taflenive ctpmpca>acic ir an 
intagral part of ttto course. Stviaocs are also engaged io acttvitiea tbar Simubee 
real*worid ^tpanaitoes. TVse ^tivicaa should allow tba rtudaocs aikJ bculcy to 
engage lo dtokiguas chat invoke sn^lenrr' cnckal thinking skills. 

We have utilitAJ the following three types of assaasmanr 

e Joumals/HeSattive aaays: Journaling aitoouragas sttalants to redact on 
tltoir eiqsaaiaocea as (bay are occurtiog and to Icok cntolly at their 
e^erience and their eovironmant. Journaling assignntonta can %l w 
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isk aMssMOC Ixictf fHao by isku^ uud^M cc *cku)t« vluc you 
hav< ittfiwd chii you <ouldn'c have !eam^ lO a caitipus-ta&ad coum* 
OF "codaFCiiba MV^pcrim«s of ctMfvufons you hovt li^ m Qaci 
RxCL* Tbm ttSFamooFS <Ffi also bo uiod to impiovo y^o^aMning* 
wo Ittvo uaod jnioFMtioci obujnod tram jouraali to dovolop iramu^t 
rativiuoF bf fucuro courts 

^ Graup IfuooFtkFtoi Foodb^ TkdvucfM* Wt havo h^j ao ii^iopoikkot 
&£Mlty awssoF accunpany aa with Im two owm tf>d p Fifecm a 
daaaratfn a m yw tn t ^nvioy Gmp InatutkFtoi Po«Jbi£k 

Ikchfuquo CF dFT <Afifelo afkJ Ooa^ I995X Ai tho coid^o^nt cf the 
coum^ titt MStoof ofgaftiM cJ>f GIFT boa gn^f^ Tlwy n aakod to 
ittombto mra gmpaof fhm ai>J n diaacood to d^cua ^ueakna audt* 
*"Wlat was d>F oipFFimo ol" thii trip lo tama cf ycaar laamiAg about 

tt^ofvvtfMSFfv^ S^P boanunj, aikJ tt^cuinaae?'' "Vhai cotiU wa do 
mcFO cf cr loa cf to maka tlm efoneKcs moFO Ukaiy cJ>f mt 
ffoup of SFt^aras^ AiW have cIimmJ cJw quetKAS io thau ymU 
ffou{tt. lhay taaaaambla a^ aFckubra t ir taapoow as a whole graup 
Ty>e paov^ks a wrinao awert cf ihaii aapltfs acd ^da hiaOwr 

pcfcepaupfu cf tbo laamn^ raviacFvnFOC h»<jrl on tbe obsoMtiona The 
aaiM awttOF has ^compaiuad ua on tod) cousa cfi{tt and thia haa baao 
baif^ m pFOVidiOj ccn&imcic foxlbad: ttf couraa dava)o[Aant That 
(S. au^gaaoooa tlut atudanca about tfnpfovin^ atialant iaaraiog 
outcomaa wm iiKOFpotatftJ into daaj^ of d>a oait couna aikl wa wcaa 
aUaraaaejfiha oa^at gra^ valu»J dmachangaa GCFT haa alrapFovidad 
valaaUe feedback atout tluc boa lad to affFCpraia chan^ boing mwie 
ra dttcoua^tatoFa ftsand. Bacauaa ithasbean souadul^waaraptanoiog 
to coaka thia a pamanacic iaatuaa of iha coaraoL 

e Alumoi aaaeaacoent wveya* SuMy^ ara adminiMaad a few waaks after 
ccanpleooci cf d^ coum to obcam widjDOoal data for tuniaa cooms 
aoJ to undmcafkl rha influma d^ couM Itta Ittd on titt amdeota ca>ca it 
iiouar ^AaakdM\to rata thau re^onaeatocomsFntajnd^catajtcMa 
ol laamin^^ taqujrwJ couraawodt^ interactiofu coarae foaia^ acd 
^janeral lo wUidoo^ w aak thant^ *As you aaflan upen ch^ r€»i^ 
ji cbe turara« whai do you dunk wiU con^ to mo>d aa your gfeacaat 
iaaano)j ^ ^tf iaoce?** Wa have th^ auevey amca 2005, which has 
^van oa cumulative data dtat we uaa to isanaa tha imp^ cf iha couraa 
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Wh%t 

Mch u fooit^hsif, fh« Group Irwucuond P«rdb^k 'CkH* 
o»qu6 ai>d AlUM>i ccoado^ to provick ifdocmjnoo co ^mptove touie 

coufM. Theit toob liive iliov^ oj to t&M& our courM joali u>d to mlaito 
group lot^r^citfu, <ouMwork Aod Mbrr Jrtajb toUtod to loamicig outccmts 
lUtulo t«ll us thot tcud^ots luvr gunod t gMttr ipproc^tio^ lor scady Ab<o^ 
&od tb6 eropicd nu^lorc&t^ sikl cbry bobcvt course her a gmter impact oo 
titta chii> d tr^xtiooii course oAered scrktCy acUesrooa setting. We heve 
dso leemed thit some ol" cbeit experietKes couJd bive been enrkbed^ and <er» 
tsjo sipoccsof the ccurse were not as taccesshil ss odwrs. 

Infotuiecoae&e^Esridgs. we pbn co letrodi^e during a pre session meet- 
lOg i leamiog seylas inveotorv si^h as VARXfVdual^ Aaisl^ Etead/wtitt, end 
Kjnestheocsensory nsocUiuas; Pbnung snJMiil^ 1992^ By helping tcudeocs 
uoderstand tlvirowci learning prtbrecices aid those of others in the groups «e 
mty help topeewst cooflxcrs thee sometimes orair when people are living end 
working together lO confined quarters. VAAK fr^y serve as t remiidet thee 
group work <sn be challenging aiul that groups should locus on t comaon 
goal despite individual learning and leedership styles. 

TTve intetdiscipbnary narure of the ccurse. and the askeup of its laoilty 
leedets. makes consistency in etpwctations and t^ evaluation of vsneus typos 
of scidenc peopects challenging We will attempe to address thjs difficulty ty 
develcping rubtecsaid impkaenting s^efWulty development divines with 
a goal of creating a shard sense of expectations chat can be dldtively cemnu^ 
mcaad to indents. Additionally we are developing rubrics tot che evaluation 
of student loumalmg, in order a provide greeter consistency in evaluation^ and^ 
mctfe imporcan tty to clarify the expectations we have tor the students 
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